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This report on radin ‘roadcasting in Communist China is & result
of & Tour-month study. The gh this is an intermedie‘e report, all the
major sourcez on this subj)ect in Chinese available publicly abroad have
been oxhausted.

After 1959, pubiicatio:n : " nationwide statistical informatior
stoppsd. Howewve'r, regional ti:-istics have occasionally appeared in
the Communist Chinese press. ' se data have been integrated into a
map survey, attached to the end ° the report.

This report has also used s~  ral publications from Taiwan. The

major ones are: Study on Communi:: “hina (Fei-Chin Yen-Chiu), published

by the Intelligence Bureau of the M.: siry of National Defense,

Republic of China; The Eighth Seriai . 'Know your Enemy' (Jen-She

Ti-Jen Ti Pa Che), published by (entral :ublishing Company for Cultural

Materials; and Quarterly Report on the Ccwrinist Mainlend (Te-Iu Fei-Chin

Che-Pao), published by the S8ixth Division of the Nationalist Party
(fnonintang), Republic of China.

These are classified publicetions on Taiwin but are available
publicly in the Urited States (in the Chinese-Jepaness Library, Harvard
University, Eastern Asic Research Center, Harvard University and
Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.). Since these reports are also
based on Communist literature, there is no reason for distrustiag their
content more than we do Communist literature.

Otherwige, all information ie based on Communist Chinese and Western

aources.
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RADIO BROADCASTING IN COMMUNIST CHINA
I. ‘rhe Background

When the Chinese Communists took over the meinland, nearly 80 to
85 percent of the population were illiterate. Today 78 to 80 percent
atill are. Handicepped by the high illiteracy rate, the Peking regime
has to develop an extensive and effective broadcasting system and to
exploit every potential of orsl communication in the service or.
propaganda and agitation.

This is no easy task. China is & vast land of 3,601,592 square
nmiles. Its people, ircluding 50 minority groups, are widely divided
by distinctly different dialects. And it has only a limited uumber of
radio sets.

In 1949, there were 49 public and 33 private rsdio stations in
China. Out of the 33 private stations, 22 were in Shanghai, 3 wvere in
Chungking, and the rest were in a few port cities in Esst China. More
then hulf of the public stations were in Manchuria and Eust Chinn.l

The distribution of radio sets was similarly uneven. The Communists
ertimated that in 1950 there were 1,000,000 to 1,100,000 radio sets in
China. Half of these were the three- or four-valve medium frequency
tynes made in Japan. Of these, 350,000 to 400,000 were in Manchuria and
East China, 20,000 in North China (most of them concentrating around
Peking and Tientsin) and 100,000 sets in other areas. There were 200,000

other repaired but serviceable letl.a

1l
Yi, Mei, "The Pcople's Broadcasting Ente -prise in our Country," Jen-Min
Jibh-Pao (Pecple's Daily), April 25, 1950. -

°rt, me1, loc. cit.
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Little information is available in ownership of those sets. It is
generally known, hovever, that in the coastal provinzes of Chekiang,
Kiangsu, Fukien and Kwwntung, radio sets were owned largely by the
wealthy merchants and po.uticim.3 According to the Cormunists,
"among thase 1,000,000 sets, a few belonged to people of the working
class.”

Understandally, the few slectronic factories were found in East
Chins in 1949. Under the Nationalist govermment, a radio factory vas
built in Nanking. But it could only assemble FPhllco radios from parts
made in the United States.' Iu Shanghai there were several private
radi< factories. pBut, acccrding to the Commminists, most of the fac-
tories were able to turn out only simple parts such as paper condensers
and varisble condensers. At best they could acke half of the parts in
& redio. The rest had to be imported from the West. No vscuum tube
was magufactured in Chine until 19'&9.5

There is no doubt that the Communists inhirited some of these
factories from the Nationalist goverrment in 1949. This is evidenced
by the fact that Nanking and Shanghai still remain as the two major

centers of radio mmnufacturing in Red China today.

II. The Radio Broadcasting Monitoring System

Description of the monitoring system

In Februsry, 1950, the GCommunist goverrment established the now

3lltm: of the Kuomintang officials had sideline business.

4
Hsin, 8u, "Nanking MNakes Its Owvn Consumers' Qoods,” Chins Reconstructs,
VYol. 10, No. 3, March, 1961, p. 16. -

5imhl:lent1en Yu Tienshih {Redio and Television), Nc¢. 10, 1959, p. 3-4.




defunct Inforaation Adniniat{ation under vhich were all the newspapers,
broadcasting stations. Yew China News Agency and international propa-
ganda nnchinery.6 All radio work was directed by the Bureau of Froad-

casting. A Russian-educated engineer, ii Chan, headed the Bureau. His

deputy was Mel Yi, former editor-in-chief of the New China Newvs Agency.T

A "Conference of Information Workers" was called vy the Infurmation
Administration, and it lasted from March 29 to April 16, 1950. Subse-
quently, on April 23, 1950, the Information Administration issued its

"Decisions on the Establishment of & Radio Broadcesting Monitoring

Nevwork."

The full text of the document follows:

Decisions on the Establishment of Raedio Broadcasting
Monitoring Network

Radio broadcasting is one of the most effective tools for mass
education and propaganda. It 18 even more useful in our country,
considering the high rate of illiteracy, the poor commurication system
and the shortsge of newspapers. For the past year the people's broad-
casting work has developed rapidly. In many local organizations and
the armed forces, special persons for monitoring the programs of the
Central Peop.':'s Broadcasting Station have beea appointed. The
results are good. In order to organize radio listening among the
people effectively, the following decisions have been made;

1. All the ‘::oun‘l'.y8 and municipal people's govermnments, walch

6
Frederick T.C. Yu, The Propagenda Machire in Commnist CLina, Ruman

Resources Research Institute, Mexwell Air Force Base, Alabama, 1955, p. 32.

Tien-ghe Ti-jen 71 Pa che (The Eighth Serisl of 'Know Your Epemy'), Tai-

pei, Central Publishing Company for Cultural Materials, 1952, pp 97-98.

8(‘,'m.nn. is divided into provinces, each of vhich comprises an unspecified
number of counties (hsien), generally from 60 to 100. (Counties ars sub-
divided into townships (hsiang), each of which consists of a number of
villages. A county ranges from less than 10,000 to more than 10,000,000
of population, but generally between 200,000 and 300,000 inhabitants.

e aepeiey S A ) WA
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have as yot no_brosdcasting monitors, should appoint appropriate
persons vithind the government to be monitors, except in those big
cities vhere Jaily newspapers are available.

The &uies of the monitors are to listen to end twe down
neve, political instructions and other important content broadcast
by the Central and Prcrincial People's Broadcasting Stations. The
sonitors should introduce and arnounce the prorrams broadcast by the
stations mentioned above and organize the local pecple fo listen to
important programs (such as lectures by govermment .eaders and special
lessons on social science). The county and municipal government and
the local People's Bducation Buresusi? ghould circulate the news,
instructions and other ixportant contents taken down by the monitors
through small newspapers,ll wall n:wspapers or dvplicated bulleiins.l?

2. Those units in the Pecple's Liberation Army that as yet have
no monitoy's chould appoint sppropriate persons within the political
sectiona™’ at all lasvels to be monitors. The monitors' dutics are
sams as thogse of the civilians. The political staffs at each unit
should circulat:s *he news, instructions and other izpe-tant conteat
taken dcwm by the monitors through small newvspapers, wall nevspapers
and éuplicated bulletins.

3. All oxrcsnizations, agenciss, factories and schools should
appoint monitors ani the mumber of moanitors is at each unit's own
discretion. The duiies of these monitors are to introduce and aunounce
the brosdcasting progrsms of t. . Central and Provincial People's Broad-
casting Station ard to organize persons wvithin the unit to listen to
impoitant programs and to take down news which should circulate smong
the factory workers, students in school and staff members in State
agencies through duplicated bulletins.

9
The underline is by this author.

10

This so-calied People's Education Buresus vere leftuvers orf the
Nctionalict agencies vhose duty was to promote literacy among the
population.

11
In nlain vords, small nevspapers are mimeographed pamphlets.

1""n:e mimeographed pamphlets are pasted onto blackboards which were
det up in street corners and in hallways of public buildings.

131“\0 political sactions - "e the Chinese Commmunist counterparts of the
Rua.ian political commissars.
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k., fThe activistslh smong the people should volunteer to the
broadcasting stations in the locality to be monitors. Their duties
are to set up radio monitoring teams, to promote propaganda for the
conte . of broadcasting, to recommend programs to the listeners and
to invite people to participate in broadcasting.

5. All ihe monitors should register with the Central or
Provincial Peuple's Broadcasting Stations and submit monthly reports
on the state of their monitoring work and the listeners' reactions.
It is the responsibility of these stations to guide the monitors'
work, help them purchase, order, operate and repair radio sets, loud-
speakers and gramophone records <nd imprave the broadcasting content
in the light of the listerners' reiciicus.- -

The "mcaitors" were recruited from th~ staff members of the
local govermnmen! and the "activists" among the people. The so0-ci'led
"activists" were those 1) who had "high political consciousness" «ad
were willing to work for the local Party, 2) who were more r.>ble to
do the type of work specified than the cadres and 3) who had enough 16
education to be & lieison between the higher authority and the masses.

Patterns of Radio Broadcasting Monitoring

After the Decisions on the Monitoring Retworks was arproved oy the
Stete Council -- the exer.tive branch of the Commnist government -- &

rationwide campaign began.

-

1k

The so-called "activists" are persons among the populati:= at large,
who &re considered politically reliable. More discussion on this type
of persons follows in this report.

Lprom xwerz SouJin Shou Ts'e (Handbook of Broadcasting Monitoring),
Peking, 8 en B)ak store, pp. 1-2-

lsFrCn Yi Kao Chi Ch' Fen Tze Lien Hsi Twing-chugg, Twa Tun Kun Tso
(Rely cn the Activists to Establish Relationship with the Masses and
to Carry Out Work Plan), Peking, Youth Publication Company, 1952, p. 12.

"To be & lisison" miy refer to the ability to read the Party's
instruction and write up reports of work.

SPRN T
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Every county government started to investigate the number of
useble redio sets in the area. As stated in the Decisions of the
Information Administration, the radios used by tke monitors were
supposed to be purchasud. Yet in some jrovinces, private radio
sets vere requisitioned for monitoring purposes. For instance, it
vas revorted that 20 percent of the 100,000 radio sets privately
ovned in the Scuth-Ceatral m.atrictr" were requisitioned for moni-
toring. The remaining 80,000 sets were scattered among the residents
and the stores for individual li..tening.l8

After acquiring the radio sets, the local governments proceeded
accoading to the Information Administrations decisions to aspoint full-
time cr part-time monitors. Presumably the monitors would receive tech-
nical training trom the local stations and operate in the way prescribed
in the Decisicns on the Monitoring Ketwork, to monitor news= Zrom the
Central and Provincial People's Broadcasting Stations and then distribute
it through pamphlets or biackboard bulletins.

A monitor's second duty wes to organize the local people for collec-
tive listening. Thae methods of organizing varied from place to place.
In & small village or county, the monitor needed hardly any organizing.
He could tring the radio set to the village square vhere peasants
gathered daily to trade w.th each other or to buy some consumer goods
from merchants. To many simple-minded peasants, raiio .as still a
novelty and it often drew 2 large :rovd as the one shown in the picture

on page Ta.

1

TIn the initial period of the new Communist regime, it divided China into
six adwinistrative districts: Inner Mongolia, Northeast, North, Northwest,
Southwvest, South-central, and East China.

18
Chung-Nan Kvang-Pu (Broadcasting in South-Central District), June 1,
195I: P. 5.

-
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Monitors in big cities faced different problems in organizing

collective listening. The Party's organ, the People's Daily, called

for "educating tens of thousands of people simultanecusly through raMo
brondcuting."lg It was reported tnat in Wuhan of Hupeh 500,000 people
were organized to listen to the live broadcast of the "Accusation Meet-
ing ot the Suppression of Counter-Revolutionaries” om April 1.5, 1951.29
For an audience of such size, the possible places were the athletic
fields in schools and the arks.

Monitoring in factories, mires and enterprises was orgunized as
follows: "In all publicly-run factories, amines, and enterprises where
there are 300 or more workers or staff members and vhere no wired
speakers have been set up, the labor unions in tbe unit should cooperate
with related administrative -mmits to plan for the setting up of such a
systen.. .."21 The monitors were stationed in the dormitories in all
public-owned factories and mines. They were required to organize
vorkers and their families for collective l:l.:rtenj.ng.22

Adninistration of Monitoring '.l\elr«323

The monitors were formally under the dual leaderskip of the local

govermment and the Provincial or Municipal Informatioa Administration.

19
People's Daily, June 6, 1950.

20"'One Year of People's Broadcasting Enterprise,” @sin-Hua Yueh-Pao (New

m‘ mnthly‘” VOl. )" 'o. l,' m 25, 1951’ po ]-Bl

[~
Nprederick T.C. Yu, Ibid, p. 39.
22

Frederick T.C. Yu, loc. cit.

2
2*’8ale4r.1nes it was called monitoring stations.

i 8
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A monitoring team in & remote village in Yunnar rrovince. The people
in the picture belong to & minority group, the Lisus, vhose total pojulation i
is 317,465. (The picture is from Ta-kung, Lin, "Broadcasting for the Peopls,"
China Reconstructs, Vol. IV, No. 8, August, 1955, p. 2. The figure is from
Rev %{m Year Book (Japanese text), 1963, Tokyo, China Research Institute,
p. 103.)
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Actually, all monitoring teams were supervised by the Provincial or

C s

e
Municipal People's Broadcasting Station and the Party cells.”

The provincial or municipal offices of the Information Administra-
tion held regulear meetings for the representatives of monitors in various

areas to discuss working conditions and to explore possibilities of

improving the monitoring work. The local officeas of the Information

Administration were responsible for the training both technically and
25
politically.

Broadcasting Monitoring in the Army

As stated in the Information Admiristration's decisions on moni-

toring, members of the "political department” at variocus levels should

be selected &8s monitore. The duties of a military monitor are the same

&8 those of a civilian monitor.

Ry 1952, the armed forces in Eaat China had more than 3,000 radio

sets. However, it 18 not known how many soldiers were served by these

sets.

To 1llustrate the operation of wmonitoring teams in the army, ve

quote a report by two monitors in & regiment in South-Central China:

4
< The Eighth Serial of 'Know Your Enemy', op. cit., p. 99.
2
Loe. ett.

|
26

Liu, Tang-gshun, "Some Thoughts on the Radio Monitoring Work at Company
Level," Chung-Nan

Kvang-Pu (Broadcasting; in South-Central District),
October 1, 1951, p. 1T7.

-

The "political department” in Red China's armea forces 1s the counter-
part of the Russian political comrissarial system.

"""“—«-flm
fre L s




-9-

Since Jamiary (1951) almost all the units in our regiment have
bought redios.... Now, our regimen: has 21 radio sets, one for each
ccmpany. Ten units have bought loudspeukers. The regiment's Political
Section has made detalled regulations on the use and maintenance of
these radio scts. The regulations forbid listening to 'Volce of America’
and the reactionary broadcast from Teiwvan. It also forbids the use of
these radio setz for personal recreation.

then it is the time for listening, the company commanders would
asgemble all the comrades and we listen together. In case of important
news or reports, the company commanders would conduct a roll call after
radio listening.

The monitoring teams are formed at each company by 13 to 14 com-
rades and in each platoon by three to four comrades vho are better
educated than others. The monitoring comrades take turns to organize
listening, collect listepers' reactions and encourage soldiers to write
letters to the stations. Fews monitored is circulated through small
newspapers and duplicated bulletins.

The monitoring teams ogten meet to discuss how collective listening
could be better oz:ga.n:l.z.ec.:2
Over the years, the growth of radio monitoring teams and stations was

as follows: (See Table 1 on prge 10.)

271'0 promote literacy in the Army and soldiers' prestige, the Central
Permle's Broadcasting Station in Peking added a special "Armed Forces
Hou." to its schedvle in 1951. B8oldiers were encouraged to write to

this station vhich edited the letters and broadcast them.

28
Liu, Tang-S5oun, op. cit., p. 17.
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29
TABLE 1: Growth of Radio Monitoring Teams and Stations

- Number of Rumber of
Year Monitorinﬂg_‘ Teams Monitorir_ig Stations Jumber of Monitors
1951 15,200 no data 14,260

(2,254 in mwedium
and small cities)

1952  no data 20,519 L2, T22
1953 15,850 20,519 no data
1955  no data3° 50,200 no deta

(11,000 in counties;
20,000 in armed forcas;
11,000 in fishing coops.;
1,500 in minerity race regions)

1956 48,700 no data no data
(11,000 in counties;
17,000 in coops.;
20,000 in rural and
minority regions)3l

1957 (1,285 in minority no data no data
area of Yunnan Province)
1958 (561 in Tais and Lisus no data no data
race regions of Yunnan
Province)
29

The 1951 figures are from "Great Effort to Expand Broadcasting among
Workers," Broadcaeting in South-Central District, op. cit.; 1952-1956
from the Eighth Serial, op. cit.g 1957 from the People’s Daily, February
15, 1957, and 1950 from the People's Daily, February 25, 1958.
3081nce the Commnists used the terme »f "teams" and "stations" indis-
criminately (Ref. p. 8), the figure of monmitoring stations of 1955 con-
ceivably includes the number of teams. If we add the number of teams
and stations 1in 1953, we obtain 36,369. It is reasonable that after
a two-year period, the total number of teams and stations should reach
50,200 as given in 1955.

31The same estimate holds for the number of teams in 1956 which must
have incluied the number of stations. The reduction of number clearly
is due to the missing of number of monitoring teams in the armed forces.
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4 People's Liberation Army"
§| (from Pecple's Liberstion
Army Pictorial, February

1952, pp. 26-35.)

. £ e
*;’ Two training classes of
N¢itl monitors in the army.
“H (Hote that the monitors
ere vomen in unifor:.)

AN Lett: Lesson on edium-
: oscillator.
Belov: Lesson on the
struxture of radio.
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GRAPHIC NOT REPRODUCIBLE

Above: Learning to write down news dictated by the station.

Below: The poiitical director is taking down the content of “Armed
Forces Hour” of the Central People's Broadcasting Station.
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REPRODUCIBLES
.10c. GRAPHIC NOT

Collective listening: the loudspeaker is that black square object on
the tree to the left.
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News is "broadcast" through
a"paper speaker.”

News is posted on s bulletin board.
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Transition to Wired Bl'cldcuting

The monitoring teams were in full swing fram 1950 to 1955. After
1956, with the collectivization of villages, Peking begar to turn its
t.ttention to wired broadcasting stations.

The Party's first five-Year Plan specifies that in the latter
tvo yoars of the P.an, 1956 to 1957, wired stations should be built to
replace the monitoring teams. However, monitoring teams would continue
expanding in the regions inhabited by the minority people.32
IiI. WVired Rroadcusting in Commmunist China

A Description of the System

Wired br.edeesting was first use. extensively in the Soviet Union
under a differert name -.. "the radio diffusion exchange." Communist
China’s wiled broadcasting is identical with the Russian diffusion
exchange in certain asyects.

Professor Inkeles wrole ofthe Russian diffusion exchanges:

The squivalent of the radio station in the system of wired recep-
tion is the diffusion exchange. The exchange has a powerful aerial
receiver that picks up the broadcasts from the ceriral or local radio
stations. fThe broadcasts picked vp by the receiver as well as those
brought in directly over the inter-city telephone lines, as in an
ordinary radio hookup, are intensified and strengthened. They are then
sent over a system of wires, radiating in all directions from the ex-
change, t.> the home of the subscriber. The.e the subscriber's wired
radio speaker transforms the electrical signal into the ususal souuds.

32"8truggle to Realize the Pirst Five-Yer: Plan on Radio Broadcasting,"
Wuhsientien (Radio), No. 9, 1955, p. 3.

There will be a separate section on brradcasting in areas inbabited
by the minority pecple.

A

adedd]
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The exchange's receiver, vhich is the core of the system,
may range from complicated, specially constructed, multiple-tube
receiving sets capable of picking up short, medium, and long
vaves at conasidersble distances, to ordinary battery-type receivers
such as are frequently used on farms....

The Chiness vired broadcesting stations can be similarly classi-
fied into two types: the complicated and tle ordinary dbactery-operated
receivers.

The first type consists mainly of an amplifier and a switch-
board vhich are housed in a studio, shown in the picture on the next
page (p. 118). The aerial receiver of the station picks up the
broedcasts from the Central and Provincial Puwople's Broadcasting
Station. The broadcast then is amplified and sent through the
switchboard to the loudspeakers in villege squares, communal dining
halls ’ factories and other public places.

The sacond type of wired receiver consists of a five or six-
valve radio and a xicrophone as shovn belov. A group of loud-
speakers is connected vith this receiver. The operator can plug

in the microphone and mage a direct statement.

A commmunal wired

_ station in the mcuntain-
ous region in PFukien.

This is the second type

of wized broadcasting we
described above. (The
picture is adopted from
Wuhsientien (Radio), No. 1,

¢ NOT REPRODUQTBLE ’

33
Alex Inkeles, Public Opinion in Soviet Russia: A Study in Mass

Persuasion, Cambridge, Karvard Unlversity Press, 1958, pp. 239-240.
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Shown here is the wired broedcasting station of "Red Star" (Hung Hsin)
Collective Farm in the outskirts of Peking. This farm is considered to be a
model and was showvn to all the foreign visitors to Rad China.

The amplifier is on the lert coruner of the picture and a gramophone is
on the svitchboard.

i st LA

(The picture is sadopted from Wuhsientien (Redio), No. 2, 1956, inside
cover.)
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Figure 1: Control and Administration of the Monitoring Teams
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In March, 1955, the Broadcasting Administration Pureau distributed
10,000 radio receivers to densely populated agricultural, animal husbandry

and fishery cooperatives and 1,500 receivers to the minority groups in

i
Yunnan, Kweichow, Sinkiang, Hainan and Inner Mongolia.3

The receivers were originally used for monitoring work. In late
1958, those sets were utilized for wired broadcasting. The following is
a description of the four types of bat%ery-operated receivers distributed
to the above-mentioned regions for wired broadcasting:

1. Super-infradyne five-valve battery-operated, D.C., receiver;

designed specially for small towns and villages without electricity
35

service.
Frequency: Medium-wvave: 550-1600 K.C.
ghort-wvave: 3.8-12.2 M.C.

Battery: Two A batteries and two B batteries
2. B8uper-infradyne five-valve battery-operated, D.C., medium-short

36
wave receliver; designed for regions without electricity.

Frequency: Medium-wave: 550-1600 K.C.
short-“ve: 505-1805 M.Co
Battery: A and B battery

3. S8uper-infradyne five-valve battery-operated, D.C.; mediuvm and
37

short-wave receiver.

Frequency: Medium-wvave: 5 X
Short-wave: 3.9-12.5 M,

3thhaientien (Radio), Ko. 5, 1955, p. k.

35Huhaientien (Radio), Ko. 5, 1955, p. 19.

6
2 Wuhsientien (kadio), No. 6, 1955, p. 21.

37Ib1d. , p- 82.
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4. Buper-infrrdyne five-valve battery-operated, D.C., medium

and short-wave veceiver; designed for villages, towns and fishing ports

38
and also for use of geological survey teams.

Frequency: Medium-wave; 520-1600 K.C.
gShort-wvave: 3.9-12.1 M.C.

Batter, Two A batteries and two B Jatteries

There is another type of receiver produced in Chipa that could be

used for wired broadcasting:39

Title: Yuan Chen Radio (Long Distance Redio)

Structure: Super-infradyne, nine-velve, A.C., relaying radio
set; loudspeakers could be ccanected.

Frequency: Medium-wvave: 550-1600 K.C,
Short-wave: 3.9-7.5 M.C.
902-12 M.c.
14.6-18 M.C.
The Chinese Commnists have two major reasons for their plans to
develop wired instead of wireless broadcasting.

First, wvired broadcasting, the Chinese Communists frankiy admit,

is cheaper than wireless broadcasting. According to a Commnist estimate,

the bpilding of one wired broadcasting station with 150 loudspeakers
would cost ¥ 7,000 ($2,800) ard the monthly maintenance cost would be

¥ 90 ($36). But to buy 150 radio sets would cost ¥ 20,000 ($8,000) and

8
. Wuhsientien (Redio), No. 8, 1955, p. 18.

39xuo-x3han Kvang-Pu Sou-Yin Chi Shou-T'se (Handbook of China-Made Radio
Receivers), Shanghai, Shanghai Electronic Equipment Purchase and Supply
Station, alx:d Shanghai Publication Company of S8cience and Technology,
1959, p. 24T.

Readers can compare the outward figure of this receiver with the
picture on p.
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the monthly maintenancs cost would be from ¥ 1,500 to ¥ 2,000 ($600 to
ko
$800) . Furtbsrmore, every radio set requires one operator.

Second, with loudspeake.s in public places or even in peasants'
homes, the Crmmunists not only coatrol peoples! listening but also
insulate them from enemy broadcast. Moreover, wired speakers could be
extremely useful in war. The Commnists usually cite the story of the
siege of Leningrad in World Wer II to illustrate the vital function of
the wired network in war. Professor Inkeles writes:

Under the siege conditions the Leningrad wired net nperated
around the clock. During hours wvhen no regular progrems were on,
and throughout the night, the Leningraders kept their speakers tuned
in. The slow beat of a metronome kept the wire alive. Whenever it
was necessary to make an important announcement, the beat of the
metronome was repidly increased. Thus, at all times, the oifficials

vere able to maintain direct contact with the people, %o . ansmit
orders, warn of denger, or make special arnouncements.

Problems in Building Wired Broadcasting Stations

The Chinese Communists have their problems in developing wired broad-
casting. One of them is electricity.

At the end of 1952, the geographical distribution of generating
plantes as a percentage of the national total was: Manchuria, 35.8 per-
cent; East China, 30.8 percent; North China and Inner Mongolia, 18.3
percent; South-Central, 9.4 percent; Southwest, 4.5 percent; and North-

L2
west, 1.2 percent.

) "oimhsientten (Radio), No. 2, 1956, p. 5. (¥ stands for Commnist
Chines= dollar.

L1
Inkeles, ibid., p. 244.

b'zma.n-Li, Wu, "Power Crisis in Commmnist China," Current Scene, Vol. 1,
No. 34, June 20, 1962, p. L.

ey
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BExcept Manchuria, the large power plants were concentrated in such
industrial and densely populated coastal cities as Shanghai, Tientsin,
Tsingtao and Canton.

Peking's first Five-Year Plan callcd rfor 24 large hydro-plants
and T6 thermal plants. But the government has not released any infor-
mation on the outcome of the plan.

Since 1958 Peking has beenurging local govermments to build small
hydro-plants. It conducts a nationwlde campaign of building crude
generating plants of every conceivable typs. Western scholars have
estimated that only a small number of the planned hydro-plants were
actually eetabliehed.h3 The Commnist press openly admitted that power
shortage is a serious problem in the nation's industry.

Obviously, it is much easier to build wired broadcasting stations
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